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Have you decided where you want to live? This section
provides useful information about living in Japan for those
who don’t know the Japanese rules for renting a house or
apartment, or those who think it's difficult for foreigners to
find a place to rent.

@ Finding a house or apartment
Welcome CHINTAI

http://www.welcome.jpm.jp/

Welcome CHINTAI is a website operated by &ALAJE(E:
Wi%¢2 (the Worry-Free Living Research Association) of the
Japan Property Management Association. Its goal is to help
foreign residents find rental housing (offering services in
Japanese, English, Chinese, Korean, and more).

Advice from sempai |

When you go to a real estate agency, it is better
if you are able to speak Japanese. If you are
not confident in your language abilities, ask a
Japanese-speaking friend to come with you.
Before signing or sealing the contract, make sure
to carefully check the contents and details.

@ Initial cost for renting a room

When you start renting a house or apartment, you need
money equivalent to several months’ rent including gift
money (reikin), a deposit (shikikin), and the agent’s fee in
addition to the first month’s rent.

[Shikikin] Money that is entrusted to the owner of the
apartment or house as a guarantee. When your contract
expires and you vacate your room, the whole amount is to
be returned in principle. But if you fall behind in your rent, or
soil or damage the room badly enough to need repair work,
the necessary amount to pay for it will be deducted from
the deposit.

[Reikin] A non-returnable gratuity to be paid to your land-
lord. Recently, however, rental housing and apartments that
don’t require reikin are becoming more common.

Advice from sempai |

Make sure to take good care of the room
you rent. If you don't, the deposit you
paid will be used for repairs, and you'll get
nothing back. Be careful not to spoil the
kitchen with oil or let the bathroom get
moldy, or make any holes in the wall.
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@ Other information for moving into and out of Shinjuku
City

Moving into in a new place

You are required to make a phone call when starting or
stopping electrical, gas, or water services. We recommend
taking care of this promptly once your dates for moving into
and out of housing are determined.

[J Electricity

You can choose your own electric company and payment
plan (however, apartments receiving high-voltage power for
the entire building at once are an exception).

= (Example) Tokyo Electric Power Co.
] Gas

Contact the gas company well in advance as a person from
the gas company is needed for both turning on and shut-
ting off the gas meter.

= Tokyo Gas: 0570-002211
From a PHS/IP phone: 03-5722-3111

[0 water services

= Bureau of Waterworks Customer Center
03-5326-1100
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“l want to invite my friends over for a party.”

Houses are small and built close together. In some apart-
ments, sounds can be heard through the wall. Avoid talking
loudly or listening to the TV or music with the volume turned
up high.

We have to be especially careful at night. Try to be thoughtful
and considerate of your neighbors and others living upstairs
and downstairs.

Be sure to check pages 34 and 35 concerning trouble related
to noise in everyday living.
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“Rent in Tokyo is expensive, so | want to share a room with my friends.”
You can't let others live in your apartment, sublet it, or renovate it without your landlord’s permission. Be sure to consult
with your landlord or the real estate agency.
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“I'm lonely. Maybe I'll keep a cat.”

Keeping pets is completely banned in some houses and
apartments. Be sure to check the rules and contracts in
advance.

“BIFIME, EFEFTRMIE.”
BEEFBRIEFEY. IURFELEEE—ME
PFEE RN,

‘2R IA0|2= L=V} "

HE AFS0| 3XIT/0f 2l FEE QloiR . Abwo]
HofLH8 Rt Al EHOISHOK|R |




=& U

/.\
St o
0k
N

FINANESEL, BFAEVNTINSBNES]
B OB B EDHEAR R— R T EEL DI3EEIE T,

“I have too many things to put in my room, and here is some vacant space in the

corridor. | can use this space.”

You’ re not allowed to leave your belongings in shared spaces including corridors and stairs.
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“Is it ok to put out kitchen garbage as is?”

Do not throw out smelly kitchen garbage as is. Wrap it up
in a newspaper and put it in a plastic bag, then tie the bag
shut. Double-bagging garbage is another good way to
cover the smell. Always make sure your garbage is pack-
aged in a way that prevents odors from escaping, and
dispose of your garbage by 8 a.m. on the day kitchen gar-
bage is collected. If you dispose of smelly garbage as-is
on the day before collection, crows and cats will tear open
the garbage bags and scatter the trash. Take the neces-
sary precautions to keep your neighborhood and streets
clean.
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